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The period of the last decade of the twentieth century up to the presgant time has
been labeled as the information age.

(a) All 56 volumes of the West Indian Law Reports, or

direction of electronic publishing. The reason is simple.
A CD costs approximately US$5 to burn with data and to package. Books with
the equivalent information costs at least a thousand times as much.

The CD can be shipped by air for overnight delivery anywhere in the world for
about US$10

The books cost a hundred time more to handle, ship and deliver.

The thousand to one cost advantage of CD's over books means affordability,

ease of delivery and ease of updating.

The infernet has Put humongus quantities of legal subject information at oyr
disposal. Even if you don’t have a computer you can tap into the internet from a
cyber café or a Cable & Wireless internet koisk

finding the local guru on the subject.

In the very near future the electronic publishing of information on legal subjects
using CD's, DVD's and the internet will become the worldwide standard.

Those of us on the Bench and at the Bar in Jamaica will have to adapt to
knowing how to extract the critical information we need from electronic media.



ELECTRONIC SEARCH GUIDELINES B

..Internet or CD law libraries are just a vast Computer databases. To extract any
worthwhile information the contents must be searched according to the rules of
computer database $earching.

Once while filling my tank at the gas station | was approached by a

polister who askeqd me;

"Having regard to the economy which is your preferred party ?"

! immediately answered "Oldies mixed with soca "

The polister could hardly contain his surprise, but he diligently marked his

poll sheet.

I then asked him "How do you note that?"

He replied it means you are un-committed *
If Electronic research is not properly conducted the results you will get from can
be like polling, unpredictable and irrelevant.
To conduct electronic legal research as a professional you have to take a
structured approach. The following are some fundamental rules

1. Avoid the random “lets see what [ can find" approach.
This is like searching in the haystack without any magnet.

2. Avoid the blind rush approach.
Searching takes time, like anything that should be done properly. Plan on
affording yourself enough time, an hour at least. If you plan on using the
internet make sure you will have enough paid up connection time. You
may run out of time just as you find what you need.

dark/night, police,

Note the associated topics. (e.g. reasonable force, directions to jury )

List the countries of the world that have similar law on the subject.

List the subject areas that you don’t want to be sidetracked into.

Being specific is vital because as we will see electronic searching actually
uses mathematical formulas for selection of information. The more
specific you are in knowing what to look for the more you can extract from



the search process, The danger in not being specific is that you will
oftentimes find tons of information much of which is irrelevant.

~

4. While searching have an Open list and a Closed list;

- For an effective search technique to explore large volumes of data, it is
necessary to record two kinds of findings. An OPEN list is for the areas we
have seen but not explored, and a CLOSED list the areas we have seen
and explored. ‘Generally, search proceeds by examining each item on the
OPEN list, and moving the information to the CLOSED list

5. Have a note pad ready to list important references and do backtracking
Backtracking means that when you reach a dead-end of irrelevant
information you can go directly back to the last lead which gave relevant
information. This method of tracking your search result guarantees
completeness.

6. Make a plan of how you intend to use the information,

You will not know if the information you find is satisfactory unless you first
know how you plan to use it. The headnote of a case is for quick
reference.. If you find the headnote of a case of great relevance to some
matter which is not before the court, e.g. a contract negotiation, that may
be enough to guide your opinion and advice to the client. The full text of
the case is for court presentation and extraction of quote, which yau
therefore must obtain in print if you need to rely onit .

The planned use is therefore important in deciding how the information will
be captured for use later.

7. Note Separately the search results which are authenticated from those
which are unauthenticated,

Cases which are reported are authenticated. Cases which are not

Teported are unauthenticated. They .are equally important as your

recent trend in the law.

8. Search first for Summary or snapshot information to find what is

you can then plan what you want to Sée in more detail. Web sites such as
infolawfinder and lawnotes are excellent tools for summary searches.

9. Search last for the full transcript of the information to learn in detail
what there is on the topic.

The web sites or CD'S which carry the full transcripts take a long time to

load, and a long time to read. It is not advisable to go to them first unless



you have done 3 summary search. Thankfully most of the search engines

for full transeript sites will give you a percentage of relevance figure when

electronic image. In order to use it later when the computer is off you have

-fo.capture the. information.

Some efficient capture methods are:

(a) Saving  the infarmation. as a. weh archive, which stares it as a
document on the computer.

(b)  Saving the information on a floppy disc, which you can take to use
elsewhere,

(©) Ifthere is no printer attached to the computer you are using then

(d) Sending the information by e.mail to yourself allows you to collect it
later -

11.Never assume that information on the internet will be there again when

SEARCH PRINCIPLES FOR ELECTRONIC DATA
Any good advocate knows, like the polister, that the answer you will get is

determined by the. Question that you ask. The Same rule applies to electronic
legal research.

British mathematician George Boole.



Boolean logic consists of three logical operators:
1. OR 2. AND 3. NOT

Query: | nformation about Compensation or damages? \
*In -this search, you would retrieve -records in which AT LEAST ONE of the
-search terms is present. We are searching on the terms damages and also

term, the other, or both, ]
The more terms or concepts we combine in a search with OR logic, the
Mmore records we wil| retrieve.

In this search, you would retrieve records in which BOTH of the search terms are
present. You would not retrieve any records with only “children" or only

Query:  Information about liability, but to avoid seeing anything about
damages ?

*In this search you would retrieve records in which ONLY ONE of the terms is
present

*No records are retrieved in which the word “damages" appears, even if the word
"liability" appears there taa -

NOT logic excludes records from your search resuits.

Many search engines require fuli Boolean searching by the use only of the
Boolean logical Operators.

Examples:

Query: | need information about damages or compensation

Boolean logic: OR

Search entry: damages OR compensation

Query: I'minterested in damages in infant cases.
Boolean logic: AND.



Search: damages AND infant

Query: I'm interested in damages but not infant, %
Boolean logic: NOT.
Searchentry: damages NOT infant B

"Query: | want to learn about conclusive evidence,
Boolean logic: OR. AND
Search entry: (evidence OR ) AND conclusive

search engine will first process this part of the search. Next, the search engine
with combine this resyt with the last part of the search, Using this method, we

APPLICATION OF ELECTRONIC SEARCH TECHNIQUES

Basic search techniques can be applied to any electronic document. Using the

techniques often will quickly develop your skill and you will discove( the wealth of

SC.gov.jm Instead of looking across each line of each page simply use the
find command on the computer and type into the query box the words you
would search for with your eyes, eg. "Striking out" and let the electronics do the
job.

fax you a Copy of the document or discuss your matter with them or visit the
Registry and look at the file .

Research is an essential aspect of law practice, regardiess of the type of
practice. It is as necessary in drafting a commercial document as it is in drafting
pleadings. Understanding how to do Electronic legal research will soon be
essential as it involves knowing how to use the computer as a standard moderm
business tools and the internet as the standard medium of information
publication.

ALTON E. MORGAN
April 20, 2002



USEFUL LEGAL RESEARCH WEB SITES
= NRESEARCH WEB SITES

Infolawfinder - This web site is really a search enabler, that ijVes access fo all

the important UK sourges which are available Statutes,
_BAILH- British and [rish Legal Information Institute- a free, comprehensive and up to
date legal weh site,

lawnates.co.u!i- This site is a site of summarised reports of selected High Court cases
casebase - Thjs site is a free transcript archive of U.K. Court of Appeal cases
legaldocs.com- This web site sells american legal documents in precedent form
privy-council.org.uk = the Privy Council web site
smIaWpub.jhc.netlcasecheck.nsflcasecheckl1 ?opendoc

ument - this site gives a weekly index of all approved judgments of the House of Lords, Privy
Council, Court of Appeal, High Court (all Divisions)
sweetandmaxwe!l.co.uk = @ subscription site with excellent resources,

macdonald.butterworths.co.uk- a subscription site with excellent resources

parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk- All the material published by
the British Government

www.thetimes.co.uk- the law reports published in the Times newspaper of London. The
case date will give guidance as to the publication date to search for.

h2000.netlira/legal.htm- this site gives web addresses for over 200 legal search
web libraries throughout the world byt primarily in the U.S.A.

laWreports.co.uklindexdln.htm
lawguru.com- ; site providing general legal research assistance with an
American focus

ifrg.com- intemnet legal resource guide, a link to many legal web pages worldwide
austlii.edu.au- internationally acclaimed as the best internet legal resource site

austlii.edu.aullinks/World- the internet portal to most commonwealth legal web
sites.

worldlawdirect.com-this site offers answers to simple {egal questions
jurist.law.pitt.edu/world- the university of Pittsburg Law school web site

law.comell.edu-the Cornell university Law school web site, one of the oldest legal topic
websites

Presented at the Norman Manley Law School, UW.. Mona under the Jamaica Bar
Association Continuing Legal Education Programme.



